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Kinder-Garden 

  

Your child can’t tie her shoes, but her 

classmate Julia can. 

Julia’s mother worries because Julia doesn’t 

know the alphabet. 

Keith knows the alphabet, but not his colors. 

It’s time to stop worrying about what your 

child can’t do. 

Instead, focus on what she can do.  Find her 

special talents and let her know you think she’s 

great! 

Like plants, children grown at different rates.  

Some bloom nearly and some bloom late.  Just 

remember this:  

There are no weeds in kindergarten. 

 
 



Welcome to Kindergarten  2011-2012 School-Year 
 

Welcome 

This week your child will complete one of the most important milestones in his/her life – 

the first day of school! I understand that you and your child may have met this day with 

excitement or apprehension (or a little of both) and I hope that this packet will help you 

to know what to expect in kindergarten this year and answer any question that you may 

have.  

 

Parent/Teacher Relationship 

I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school 

success.  Throughout the year I will communicate with you through notes, telephone calls, 

weekly newsletters, nine week progress reports, parent-teacher conferences, and daily 

behavior charts.  I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or concerns at 

any time.  You can call me at school (937)393-3132 extension 5330, send me a note, or 

email me at panderson@hcs-k12.org. Over the summer, I also created a classroom 

website. The website will house a lot of the information that is sent home with your child 

– in case you lose any important papers, as well as pictures and other important 

information. 

 

Parent Participation 

Throughout the school year there will be a variety of special activities and celebrations.  

I encourage you to attend all school functions when possible and to support them by 

sending in needed supplies.  Your support of school activities makes your child feel 

important and sends the message that you value school.   

 

School Attendance 

Your child’s regular and prompt attendance at school is crucial to his/her success. I can’t 

emphasize this point enough!!!  Most kindergarten learning activities are group oriented 

and involve interaction with classmates.  Therefore, it is next to impossible to make up 

work at home.  Please view school as a priority, and see to it that your child attends 

everyday except in cases of illness or emergency.  

 

Changes in Transportation 

If you plan to pick up a child that normally rides the bus or you wish for your child to ride 

a different bus than usual, you must send in a written note.  Do not rely on your child to 

tell me this information, because children often become confused and relay messages 

incorrectly.  Of no written note is received, your child will be sent home by his/her usual 

method of transportation. 
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Outdoor Recess 

The children will be going out for recess everyday unless it is raining or extremely cold. 

Please keep this in mind when helping your child to select clothing for the day.  Also, we 

are fortunate to have a variety of playground equipment, including several pieces for 

climbing. Please keep this in mind when selecting shoes.  Cowboy boots, sandals, and little 

girl’s dress shoes are less than ideal if your child chooses to play on this equipment.  Also, 

these shoes can tend to be slipper on days when the blacktop is wet.  

 

Book Orders   

Your child will be bringing home a form to order books about once a month.  If you wish to 

order, simply fill out the form and send the correct amount of money or a check made out 

to the book company in an envelope.  These orders are provided as a convenient way for 

parents to buy quality books for their child at a low price.  As an added bonus, for every 

dollar that is spent on books, I earn bonus pints which are used to purchase books for 

classroom use.  This is a win-win situation because you get quality literature at a low price 

and you are helping to provide quality literature for the classroom. Of course, you are 

never under any obligation to order.  Please note that if there is little interest on the 

first couple of orders, I will discontinue with book order. 

 

Birthdays 

Birthdays are special occasions for young children.  We will acknowledge birthday in the 

class by singing and your child will receive a special birthday hat, pencil, and card from 

Ms. Anderson.  If your child wishes to bring treats for the class on his/her birthday they 

MUST be pre-packaged and will have to be shared at lunch time (12:05).  This is in order 

to cut down on wasted instructional time.  However, donating a book to our class library in 

honor of your child, sending in pencils or individually wrapped candy, or even a small toy 

are a few alternatives to cupcakes.  Please send a note a day or two in advanced, so can 

give you an exact number of children in the class.  

 

The End   

In closing, I would just like to say that I am looking forward to a great year working with 

you and your child! I would also like to suggest that you save this letter for future 

reference.  Thank you in advance for your concern and support throughout the year!!! 

 

 

 

 



Teacher Responsibilities 

What You Can Expect from Me 

 
 I will treat your child with respect and compassion. 

 

 I will work hard to meet the needs of each student by providing the best 

instruction I can give. 

 

 I will establish high expectations for my students and will hold them accountable 

while still providing support and encouragement. 

 

 I will value the role parents’ play. I will work with the parents to make their child’s 

year successful and enjoyable. 

 

 I will maintain good communication with the parents of my students.  

 

 I will serve as a resource for the parents of my students - because parenting is the 

most important and most difficult job there is.  

 

 I will contact parent at the onset of a problem so it can be solved before it 

becomes unmanageable.  

 

 I will admit if I have made a mistake and I will “make it right.” 

 

 I will remember that I am a professional and I will act accordingly. 
 

 

 

 



Parent Expectations 
 

] I expect parents to work with me as a team.  Support my efforts at home.  Be 

willing to help with both academic and behavior issues.  Realize that I truly want 

to help your child. 

 

] I expect parent to maintain good communication with me.  I ask that you come 

to me first with ANY questions, concerns, or complaints you may have.  I also 

ask that you avoid discussing issues with other parents before involving me.  

 

] I expect parents to send their child to school prepared to learn.  A positive 

attitude and acceptable behavior are essential and must be fostered at home so 

they can be carried over into the classroom. Please be sure your child is well-

rested, clean, has eaten, and has the necessary school supplies.  

 

] I expect parents to check their child’s book bag daily.  Look at the contents 

together and briefly discuss what you find.  Look for homework and important 

papers.  

 

] I expect parents to read the important papers that are sent home (newsletters, 

reminder notices, etc.). This is the school’s primary form of communication. 

 

] I expect parent to help their child complete homework assignments by providing 

time, a quiet spot, and any supplies needed.  
 

 

 

 

 

                               
 

 



Student Expectations 
 

 I expect students to take an active role in their learning.  I cannot  

help a child who is putting forth no effort. 

 

 I expect students to follow all school and classroom rules.  Rules are 

designed to keep students safe and enable them to learn. 

 

 I expect students to make a consistent progress in both academics  

and behavior.  

 

 I expect students to develop a positive attitude about school and 

learning. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
             

Respect Yourself 

1. Take care of yourself: 

YOU are responsible for your own behavior.  

 

2.  Raise your hand to speak: 

One person at a time may talk. 

 

Respect Others 

3.  Treat others with respect: 

    Do not hurt other with the things you say or do.  

 

4.   Follow directions the first time given: 

Listen carefully and do what you hear. 

 

Respect Property 

5.   Use things the way they are meant to be used and 

put them back when finished.  

Classroom 

Rules 



                      
 

One of the most important lessons that we can teach our children is that 

everyone is that everyone is responsible for his/her own actions.  We need to 

help our children learn that there are consequences (both good and bad) 

connected to the choices they make.  In an effort to reinforce these ideas at 

school, we have a program in our classroom that rewards good behavior and 

provides consequences for inappropriate behavior.  It works like this: 

 

1. As a class, we discuss the concept of rules and why they are important.  

Students are made aware of building and playground rules.  (These are 

outlined in the student handbook and this packet) 

 

2. Each child will be able to keep track of his/her behavior by use of a 

behavior chart.  The meanings of the markings are as follows: 

 

Star: Winner’s Circle – If a rule is not broken, no warnings are given; the child 

receives a star for the day. 

 

Green (Caution) – If after two verbal warnings are given, and the child 

continues to not follow what is asked of him/her, the child will move his/her 

stick to green.   

 

Yellow (Consequence) – If a child still continues to not follow the rules, he/she 

will move to yellow and a “take 5” consequence is faced.  (A five minute time out 

away from the group.)   

 

Red (Stop) – If the inappropriate behavior continues the child will move his/her 

name to red and parents will be notified of the inappropriate behavior.  If the 

inappropriate behavior continues the child may be removed from special 

activities, recess time, or sent to the principal. 

Ms. Anderson’s 
Behavior Plan 

 



 

 

Each child begins a new day in the “Winner’s Circle.”  The children move their 

sticks on the behavior chart as needed.  At the end of each day, the children 

will mark their personal behavior chart with the color they ended the day on.  

(The behavior chart is located on the left hand side of the red communication 

folder.) 

 

Experience has shown that children are eager to do the right thing, and this 

system seems to give them a visual reminder of what is expected of them.  You 

can help by talking with your child about the classroom rules and what they can 

do to make sure they make good choices during the school day.   

 

Students who continue to keep their sticks in the “Winner’s Circle” will be 

rewarded with extra “fun” activities as well as small incentives for working hard 

to follow classroom/school rules! 

 

If you have any questions, please give me a call or send a note to school with 

your child.  Thank you for all your support and cooperation.   

 

I look forward to working with your child and having a great school year,  

 

Ms. Anderson  
 

 

 
 


